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African Reaction to Nigerian Executions 
Botswana 


Socialist Party Condemns Execution 


MB1411144495 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 14 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The United Socialist Party 
Youth League has strongly condemned the government 
of Nigeria for executing nine minority rights activists. 
In a news release, it says this shows that General Sani 
Abacha is a coward who doesn’t need democracy. It 
says Gen. Abacha can only be compared to King Herod, 
who assigned men to kill baby boys in Bethlehem in his 
attempts to kill Jesus Christ. The Youth League further 
says it is not surprised by the response of the minister for 
foreign affairs, Lieutenant General Mompati Merathe, 
toward the execution, when he pointed out that they 
still don’t have a stand. It says as they call themselves 
democrats, they should be loud and clear that they 
don’t support the Nigerian Government’s move. It calls 
upon the government of Botswana to impose economic 
sanctions on the Nigerian Government and to send back 
home the Nigerian ambassador with immediate effect as 
there are enough executors in Botswana. 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Democracy Group Urges Isolation 


AB1411151395 Abidjan AIP in French 
1700 GMT 13 Nov 95 (tentative) 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abidjan, 13 Nov (AIP) — 
The Study and Research Group on Democracy and Eco- 
nomic and Social Development in Africa [GERDDES- 
Afrique] has called for the "banis’.ment and isolation" of 
General Sani Abacha’s government, strongly condemn- 
ing it for the 10 November execution of leaders of the 
Movement of the Liberation of Ogoni People, including 
the famous writer, Ken Saro-Wiwa. 


In a communique received at the AIP, GERDDES- 
Afrique calls on the international community to use 
any political and diplomatic means, including any ban- 
ishment and economic sanctions that will not penalize 
the Nigerian people, against the Nigerian Government. 
"This act must be considered as a political assassina- 
tion,” the communique says in substance, and calls for 
the isolation of the Nigerian Government by the inter- 
national community, and "exhorts African countries that 
can do so, like South Africa, to reconsider their diplo- 
matic relations with Nigeria." 


While deploring Gen. Sani Abacha’s government's 
decision to confirm and order the execution of the nine 
Ogenis without giving them the right to proper defense, 
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GERDDES-Afrique reiterates its solidarity with African 
democrats in general, and Nigerians in particular. 


The African organization for the promotion of democ- 
racy and development had added its voice to many oth- 
ers to appeal to the Nigerian head of state to show 
clemency to the arrested leaders of the Ogoni people, 
including the university lecturer and writer, Ken Saro- 
Wiwa. [passage omitted] 


Ghana 


Official on Suspension From Commonwealth 


AB1411112895 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 14 Nov 95 


(From the "Network Africa” program hosted by Ben 
Dotsei Malor] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} [Malor] For one country in 
West Africa, Nigeria’s suspension from the Common- 
wealth poses a tricky dilemma on many fronts. Ghana 
has for many years shared close ties in the areas of 
military cooperation, regional diplomacy and, particu- 
larly, in power and energy supplies. In fact, Nigeria 
is the principal supplier of crude oil to Ghana. Now, 
Ghana is to serve on the Commonwealth review panel 
set up to monitor the Nigerian Government’s behavior 
over the next two years. But, how much was the Ghana- 
ian Commonwealth delegation in agreement with all the 
measures being taken against Nigeria? Well, that is the 
question I put to the Ghanaian deputy foreign minister, 
Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, on the line to Auckland, 
New Zealand. 


{Begin recording] (Chambas] Well, of course, you will 
understand that decisions at the Commonwealth are 
taken by consensus, which means that there is a common 
ground around which most countries are comfortable 
even if you do not necessarily agree in all detail with 
each single decision, and consistent with this approach 
of consensus, we went along with most of the decisions 
including some of them which were extremely difficult 
for us as a country. 


{[Malor] And, which were those difficult ones for Ghana 
as, probably, the closest African nation to Nigeria? 


[Chambas] Well, certainly, it was the one on the 
suspension of Nigeria from the Commonwealth. I mean, 
you can understand that Ghana cannot have agreed to 
go along with such a decision lightly or without extreme 
pain and difficulty. 


{Malor] But why not, in the face of the brutal execution 
of this human rights campaigner and respected inierna- 
tional author? 
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[Chambas] We expressed our sorrow and our sympathy 
for the hangings of the murder trial convicts, but we 
had to, at the same time, assure that we were giving the 
benefit of the doubt to the State of Nigeria, the legal 
processes there, and also to understand that violence 
begets violence and that, clearly, when you have a 
situation where civil disobedience takes a violent turn 
that is also dangerous, and we have to caution all against 
any kind of measures that would result [in, and trigger 
off this kind of chain of violence. But, without a doubt, 
we were deeply saddened ourselves by the hangings 
that took place but, at the same time, recognizing that, 
indeed... [pauses] | mean, four chiefs of the Ogonis 
themselves became victims of violence. So, it is a 
difficult issue, it is a difficult chain of events, and we just 
really hope that out of this Nigeria can find the courage 
to move forward and bring about national reconciliation. 


[Malor} Are you as deputy foreign minister of Ghana 
towing a rather cautious line after all the measures have 
bee announced, because you fear for the economic con- 
sequences, military consequences, or any other conse- 
quences you may face if Nigeria, for instance, decides 
not to sell you oil or not to cooperate with you in ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]? 


{Chambas] Oh, I mean, I think that would be a narrow- 
minded way of looking at this matter. The issues 
involved here are more complicated than that. We have 
gone through a transition ourselves. As you very well 
know, we cannot claim that it was by any means 
smooth and uneventful, so we know the difficulties 
involved in moving through a process of transition 
to democratic rule, and our countries are new at this 
whole process of democratization, and there has to 
be a greater understanding, especially, when you are 
dealing with a country such as Nigeria — the size of 
the country, the complexity of the issues, the diversity of 
the population — things cannot be expected to happen 
by the easy swing of a magic wand. So, Nigeria needs 
to be encouraged, it has to be supported to move 
the process forward, and wherever we can all be of 
assistance we should be lending our experiences and 
sharing our experiences to ensure a successful transition 
to democratic rule. [end recording] 


Papers React to Executions 


AB1311153295 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 13 Nov 95 


[From the press review] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The DAILY GRAPHIC, 
THE GHANAIAN CHRONICLE, and the PUBLIC 
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AGENDA comment on the execution of the Nigerian 
civil righis activist and writer, Ken Saro-Wiwa, and the 
suspension of Nigeria from the Commonwealth. The 
GRAPHIC says the action taken by the Commonwealth 
summit against Nigeria and projected syndicated moves 
by the United States and the United Nations could have 
crippling effects on the ordinary people of Nigeria rather 
than the Federal Government as the target. The paper 
notes that even though the Commonwealth leaders never 
thought it prudent to give the Nigerian Government 
a hearing before condemnation, the Nigeria foreign 
minister, nonetheless, made it clear that Saro-Wiwa and 
his colleagues were tried and executed for murder and 
not for their civil rights campaign and environmental 
activities. This, in the view of the GRAPHIC, means that 
Nigeria is questioning the judgment of the world bodies 
whom she also accused of prejudice dating back to about 
a year ago. For this reason, the paper believes that a 
lot of caution would have to be taken in dealing with 
the issue that requires intensive diplomatic initiatives to 
bring about the necessary reforms in Nigeria. 


THE GHANAIAN CHRONICLE says the executions 
have further damaged the image of Nigeria, one of 
the countries which once stood as champions of the 
cause of black Africa. The world community should 
also take part of the blame because it has looked on 
without any drastic action as Nigeria moved from what 
the paper described as one sordid deed to another. The 
CHRONICLE hopes that this time the world community 
will call the bluff of the Nigerian military authorities. 


Writing under the heading, Pinning Down Rawlings on 
Abacha, the PUBLIC AGENDA says as President Rawl- 
ings travels round the world, his international promi- 
nence is growing and his words will echo louder than 
many of his West Africa counterparts. According to the 
AGENDA, the president has cautiously avoided taking 
a stand against General Abacha, urging the international 
community during his recent visit to the United States to 
be patient in dealing with the Nigerian military leader. 
The paper does not see how the president intends to 
keep projecting an image of a democratic leader to the 
outside world while at the same time condoning mili- 
tary excesses in the West African subregion. [passage 
omitted] 


Republic of South Africa 


Mandela Urges Oil Sanctions 


MB1511082595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0801 GMT 15 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] WELLINGTON, New 
Zealand Nov 15 SAPA — President Nelson Mandela 
on Wednesday phoned British Prime Minister John 
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Major to urge oil sanctions against Nigeria, but no 
decisions were taken. 


Mandela earlier said he would ask Major and United 
States President Bill Clinton to step up pressure on 
the West African state with oil sanctions seen as 
crucial to pressing military ruler Gen Sani Abacha 
towards democracy. Attempts to contact Clinton were 
unsuccessful on Wednesday and Mandela asked New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jim Bolger to speak to the 
U.S. leader when they met at an APEC [Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation] summit in Japan on Sunday. 


Mandela said he exchanged views with Major but did 
not discuss details on sanctions. Nigeria provoked the 
world’s wrath at the weekend by defying appeals for 
clemency and executing nine activists, an act that saw it 
suspended from the Commonwealth. The world should 
not confine itself to moral pressure on Nigeria, Mandela 
said. But only countries with significant trade links, like 
Britain, European Union countries and the U.S., could 
make a real difference. 


"They are the people who can bring the type of pressure 
Gen Abacha is not likely to resist," Mandela said told 
a media briefing with Bolger during his state visit to 
New Zealand. "I am not satisfied with the fact they 
are not applying oil sanctions,” Mandela said earlier. 
"To a hardened man like Abacha... he will not be 
moved unless some sanctions which can hurt Nigeria's 
economy are applied,” Mandela said. 


Failure to apply oil sanctions would weaken decisions 
on Nigeria taken at the Commonwealth heads of govern- 
ment meeting in Auckland, New Zealand, at the week- 
end, Mandela said. Sales of oil constitute the major part 
of Nigeria’s revenue and punitive oil sanctions are seen 
as the key means to press Abacha’s government towards 
democracy. 


Abacha’s plan to restore democratic civilian rule in 
Nigeria over three years was not acceptable to South 
Africa, Mandela said. He called for an independent 
structure in Nigeria, comprising mainly civilians, to 
oversee democratic changes and plot Nigeria’s return to 
democracy. He said he would contact the presidents of 
Zimbabwe, Botswana and Namibia as soon as possible 
to inform them of his sanctions call on the U.S. and 
Britain. 


Deputy Minister: No Economic Steps 


MB1411190595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1828 GMT 14 Nov 95 


{Report by Hannes de Wet] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Nov 14 SAPA 
— South Africa will not take economic steps against 
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Nigeria for hanging nine human rights activists, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Aziz Pahad said on Tuesday. 


"The reality is that we have no economic clout vis-a-vis 
Nigeria,” he told a media briefing in Pretoria. “South 
Africa is not in a position to overestimate its capacity 
to influence the Nigerian situation.” 


The executions in Nigeria on Friday of Writer Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight other anti-government activists have 
sparked off worldwide condemnation of the Nigerian 
military junta. 


Commonwealth leaders led by President Nelson Man- 
dela suspended Nigeria from the organisation shortly 
afterward. Bi‘t4a.1 imposed a total ban or arms sales to 
the country and the United States withdrew its ambas- 
sador from Nigeria. 


Pahad denied South Africa’s stance on punitive eco- 
nomic measures against Nigeria had anything to do with 
that country’s support of the African National Congress 
in its Struggle against apartheid. Past events did not form 
the basis of such foreign policy decisions, he said. 


Pahad said South Africa’s total trade with Nigeria was 
worth about R84 million [rands], which he described as 
a drop in the ocean. 


South Africa would rather continue to exploit its politi- 
cal position as far as possible to press Nigeria’s military 
regime into restoring democracy. South Africa would do 
this on its own, and with international organisations it 
was a member of. 


South Africa High Commissioner to Nigeria George 
Nnene had already been recalled for consultations, 
which Pahad said was one of the strongest diplomatic 
steps a country could take. 


There was no doubt South Africa would take a strong 
position on issues such as democracy, human rights and 
respect for the rule of law, including in Nigeria. 


"But we do not want to overestimate the capacity of 
South Africa to wave a magic wand to solve the world’s 
problems,” Pahad said. "We want to play a role within 
the limited capacity we have in international relations.” 


Asked why South Africa was not leading the call for an 
international oil embargo against Nigeria, Pahad said 
the country wanted to refrain from grandstanding. 


“We do not want to call for things because it sounds 
good. The powers that have the economic clout must 
lead the campaign on the issue of the oil boycott.... We 
have no capacity to lead.” 


Pahad said a United Nations arms embargo against 
Nigeria would not be a problem for South Africa 
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because the country was in aay event not selling arms 
to places where democracy was being subverted. 


"We are very concerned about Nigeria,” he said. “It is 
Clear that if Nigeria moves into another period of insta- 
bility, all of us will bear the dire consequences because 
of that country’s role in Africa and its geographic situ- 
ation.” 


Denying that the Nigerian regime had misled South 
Africa, Pahad said no guaraniees concerning Friday's 
execution had been given to the government. 


"We did not expect specific guarantees, accepting that 
the Nigerian Government was committed ‘o moving 
toward the restoration of democracy." 


South Africa did express its serious concerns to Nigeria 
beforehand, urging it to commute the sentences of 
the nine activists. Criticism that it should have taken 
stronger action did not hold water. 


"There were countries making very strong statements 
and did not achieve anything,” Pahad said. 


He said a committee of eight Commonwealth countries, 
including South Africa, had been set up to deal with the 
Nigerian issue. 


"We will be playing a very active part on ministerial 
level in this committee...we are beginning to work out 
a plan of action which the committee must undertake,” 
Pahad said. 


Alliance Forms Group To Pressure Nigeria 


MB1411172695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1503 GMT 14 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Nov 14 
SAPA — A South African-Nigerian democracy support 
group was on Tuesday formed in Johannesburg to apply 
pressure on Gen Sani Abacha’s military junta to restore 
democracy. 


Steps being considered by the group are economic 
sanctions, a boycott of Nigerian oil and getting Nigeria 
banned from next year’s Olympic games. 


The formation of the group was announced at a me- 
dia briefing by African National Congress Deputy 
Secretary-General Cheryl Carolus. It includes national 
sports bodies, business, trade unions, churches and 
lawyers. 


Carolus said the group would lobby support nationally 
and internationally in a co-ordinated campaign to restore 
Nigerian democracy in co-operation with individuals 
and groups in Nigeria. 


Its first practical step would be a mass march on 
the Nigerian Consulate in Rosebank, Johannesburg, at 
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midday on Friday, where nine wreaths would be laid 
in memory of hanged activist and writer Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight fellow Ogoni activists. Carolus said 
they would call on people to organise similar protests 
at other Nigerian consulates in the country. 


All religions were requested to remember in their 
prayers Nigerians “in these dark hours and their struggle 
for democracy”. 


Other actions would be announced later in the week. 


The group called on all South Africans to support their 
call for: . 


— an end to executions in Nigeria, specifically execu- 
tions of political detainees; 

— the immediate release of all political detainees in 
Nigeria; and 

—— the speedy restoration of democracy in Nigeria. 


She said the group could not stand idly by as Abacha’s 
military government systematically undermined and 
eroded the fundamental freedoms of Nigerians. 


"Our own past experience in our country reminds us that 
an extra day under a dictatorship is a day too long.” 


Links with democracy groups in Nigeria had already 
been set up and the campaign would be co-ordinated 
with these groups and individuals. 


Internationally, the group was communicating with trade 
union movements, former anti-apartheid groups and 
South Africa’s [SA] trading partners to co-ordinate a 
sustained effort to return democracy to Nigeria. 


Organisations represented in the support group include 
the ANC, South African Communist Party, Congress 
of South African Trade Unions [COSATU], National 
Olympic Committee of South Africa, South African 
Football Association, National Soccer League, Business 
South Africa, South African Prisoners’ Association for 
Human Rights, Lawyers for Human Rights and National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers. 


COSATU General Secretary Sam Shilowa told the 
briefing all actions against the Nigerian Government 
had to be co-ordinated nationally and internationally for 
maximum impact. 


Asked if there would be a campaign to oust Miss Nigeria 
from the Miss World pageant at Sun City, Shilowa said 
they wanted cach organisation to take its own initiative. 
The South African Football Association’s decision to 
withdraw its invitation to the Nigerians to compete in 
this weekend's Four Nations competition was a good 
example. 
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If organisations failed to take appropriate steps, the 
group might decide to act against them. Similarly, a 
boycott of Shell products was an option because of its 
association with the Nigerian military government. 


"It is easy to say we are going for shell, but first we 
must establish the relationship between Shell SA and 
Shell Royal Dutch,” he said. 


COSATU was in contact with the international labour 
movement to find out who were the major partners 
in Shell, and their otier businesses. Ideally, he said, 
South Africans would like to hear from Shell itself 
and other businesses with Nigerian connections before 
taking action against them. 


Also referring to Shell, National Olympic Committee 
of SA Chairman Sam Ramsamy said democracy was 
the group’s target. Whatever action was taken had to be 
carefully planned and enhance democracy. 


"In the past we have had demonstrations against Shell. 
We have the experience and what we must ensure is 
that it is a co-ordinated effort.” 


Anti-Nigeria ‘Rioters’ Outside Shell Offices 


MB1411150695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 14 Nov 95 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Shel! South Africa locked 
the doors at its Johannesourg offices this afternoon 
when rioters demonstrated outside to protest against the 
company’s dealings with Nigeria. The demonstration 
followed the Nigerian Government executions of human 
rights activists last week. Rioters from the Interim 
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Congress of South African Writers wanted to deliver 
a memorandum to Shell management asking for Shell's 
withdrawal from Nigeria. However, a Shell spokesman 
said she was unaware of any protest, and security 
guards had said only one door had been locked. Earlier, 
the rioters staged a protest at the Nigerian consulate, 
demanding Nigeria’s expulsion from all international 
bodies. 


Nigerian Nationals Protest 


MB1511053295 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 2000 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] (Begin 
correspondent Lies] du Plessis recording) Outraged 
Nigerian citizens from the greater Johannesburg area 
marched to the Nigerian consulate in Parkwood today. 
They called for the immediate resignation of Nigerian 
military leader General Sani Abacha, and for their coun- 
try’s expulsion from all world bodies until democracy 
was restored. They want all ministerial foreign bank ac- 
counts frozen until there’s a return to democracy. The 
protesters also called for worldwide sanctions against 
Nigeria, but pleaded for aid from nongovernmental and 
humanitarian organizations. 


Protesters became rowdy on a few occasions, and argued 
heatedly among themselves about the political strife in 
their homeland. Emotions ran very high. Some tried to 
climb over the consulate security gate, while others held 
a cardboard coffin bearing Gen. Abacha’s name above 
the crowd. 
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Kenya 
Moi Denies Troops Massing at Ugandan Border 


EA1411194295 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1300 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] HE President Daniel Arap 
Moi said today that Kenya, like the rest of the wor'd, 
was utterly shocked by the execution of the nine 
Ogoni minority rights aciivists by the Nigerian military 
government. 

President Moi said that the Kenya Government cher- 
ishes the sanctity of life for all human beings and con- 
demns anyone who thinks they have the right to take 
lives. President Moi said that it was unfortunate that 
such executions have taken place in the past in a num- 
ber of couniries in the world and that Kenya joins other 
countries in expressing their disgust. He said that it was 
because of this reason the Commonwealth counties had 
to suspend Nigeria for the execution of the nine. 


President Moi was speaking from the Jomo Kenyatta In- 
ternational airport [Nairobi] after he arrived from Auck- 
land, New Zealand, where he attended the Common- 
wealth Heads of State and Government summit. 


Reacting to Uganda claims that Kenya had amassed 
troops at the border with that country, President Moi 
said that those claims were ridiculous and untrue as 
it had been proved. He said that if troops were to be 
amassed at any border point, such developments would 
become public. 


President Moi criticized a section of the local press 
for fuelling the claims and urged Kenyan journalists to 
be factual and responsible in their reporting. President 
Moi said that it was unfortunate that a number of 
local journalists were lacking in patriotism and would 
go out of their way to jeopardize the interest of their 
motherland. President Moi noted that such a trend was 
not common with media personalities from the western 
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world, whor he said could never betray their countries 
by carcless reporting. 


President Moi called on all leaders from the ruling 
party and the opposition to place the interests of their 
motherland and the people foremost for the sake of 


peace and prosperity. 


The head of state told NGO's [nongovernmental orga- 
nizations] who claim to promote democracy to realize 
that democracy cannot be strengthened where there was 
abject poverty. He said that the NGO's who truly wish 
to strengthen democracy should first provide funds with 
which to educate the illiterate among the population on 
the democratic rights of voting. President Moi said that 
although Kenya has all along been practicing democratic 
ideals, it was unfortunate that the country’s detractors 
had lumped it together with communist countries under 
military rule in Africa. 


He called on the Western world to consider having a 
Marshall Plan for Africa as it did in Germany in order 
to enable the continent to prosper quickly. President 
Moi reminded them that when Africa prospers, the rich 
western countries will also be richer. [passage omitted]. 


Somali‘: 


‘President’ Aidid Appoints ‘Deputy Minister’ 
EA1411210095 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 


of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 14 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid, the 
president of the Republic of Somalia, after seeing Ar- 
ticle 18 of the transitional charter and considering the 
approval by the national leadership council appointed 
Mr. Mohamed Jama Yare as deputy minister of water 
development of the Republic of Somalia on 13 Novem- 
ber. This appointment is effective from the moment it 
is announced on the national mass media. 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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IFP Le:der Buthelezi Says Statement ‘Distorted’ 


MB14/1150595 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
ia English 1400 GMT /4 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi says a statement he made 
at Okhahlamba in KwaZulu/Natal’s midlands at the 
weekend has been distorted. 


He was widely quoted as having told a rally that 
violence was not likely to stop in the province unless 
the IFP won local government elections there in March 
next year. Dr. Buthelezi said today that he had not 
been making threats, either explicit or implicit. He 
said the point of his remarks was that he feared that 
if the IFP’s institutional presence was removed from 
KwaZulu/Natal, there would be no constitutional or 
governmental protection for minority parties such as the 
IFP. 


ANC Denies Assassination Plot on Buthelezi 


MB1411172395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1651 GMT 14 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Nov 14 
SAPA —- The African National Congress on Tuesday 
denied allegations by Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] 
spokesman Phillip Powell that the ANC had hired a 
group of soldiers to assassinate IFP leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi at the weekend. 


The ANC also called for the cabinet to censure 
Buthelezi for inflammatory statements he made at a 
peace rally in Estcourt, KwaZulu/Natal on Sunday. 


Buthelezi told a large crowd of IFP supporters at the 
rally violence would not stop in KwaZulu/Natal unless 
the IFP won next year’s local government elections in 
the province. 


On Monday afternoon South African National Defence 
Force [SANDF] Natal Command Chief Brig Chris le 
Roux confirmed the arrest of four SANDF members 
who were seen in uniform in the presence of ANC 
supporters at Wembezi, close to the IFP rally being 
addressed by Buthelezi. 


The ANC on Tuesday accused Buthelezi and the IFP 
of undermining the government of national unity and of 
provoking violence aeainst security force members. 


"The ANC calls for a speedy investigation of both 
Buthelezi and Powell's insensitive statements as we be- 
lieve such statements help to fuel violence in KwaZulu/ 
Natal. 


"The ANC views these allegations as yet another at- 
tempt by the IFP leadership to undermine the confidence 
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of ali our people in the independence, integrity and rep- 
utation of the SANDF.” 


Statements such as those made by Buthelezi and Powell 
created a climate in which members of the SANDF and 
police become the target of hostility and attacks, the 
ANC said. 


Buthelezi in a statement on Tuesday said he had made 
no explicit or implicit threats at the Estcourt raiiy. 


Buthelezi said: “Those who choose to misinterpret these 
words betray their own agendas. As the victims of the 
ongoing violence, the IFP and our communities have 
the most to lose from continued violence. It is the 
perpetrators of the war against the IFP who stand to 
benefit.” 


IFP Deadlocks KwaZulw/Natal Constitutior. 
Committee 


MB1411190895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1656 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[Report by Bobby Jordan] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN Nov 14 SAPA — 
The political cauldron in KwaZulu/Natal reached boil- 
ing point again on Tuesday with the African National 
Congress threatening to withdraw from the provincial 
constitutional committee. 


"We will have to discuss our future role on this com- 
mittee at our next caucus meeting,” ANC constitutional 
affairs spokesmas jonn Jeffery said. 


This followed a stormy committee mecting in Durban 
during which the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] used 
its slight majority to pass a motion accepting a "base 
document” as the framework for future constitutional 
negotiations. None of the other parties on the committee 
voted in favour of the motion. 


Introducing the motion, IFP MPL [Member of the 
Provincial Legislature] Blessed Gwala said the base 
document would serve as the framework for the draft 
constitution to be submitted to the provincial legislature 
for final approval at its next sitting. 


Opposition parties pointed out that the IFP would need 
the support of other parties in the legislature for the 
two-thirds majority required to approve the provincial 
constitution. 

Tuesday’s committee debate was marked by fiery ex- 
changes. 


ANC committee members said the IFP motion proved 
the IFP still had scant regard for the democratic process 
when negotiating constitutional principles. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The base document was merely a working document 
drawn up by the National Party [NP] and IFP and could 
therefore not serve as the basis for consensus on the 
committee, the ANC said. 


"lt represents a dangerous departure from the democratic 
process,” said ANC MPL Ismail Meer. 


The NP confirmed it had worked with the IFP ‘to for- 
mulate the document, bu: did not believe it should take 
precedence over the established constitution-making 
process. 


The ANC said it had not been consulted and could 
therefore not be expected to support the document. 


Other political parties had been content to table their 
constitutional principles for discussion rather than iorce 
them down the throats of fellow committee members as 
the IFP was doing, the ANC said. 


The IFP, which claims the right to guide the 
constitution-making process in the province by virtue 
of its legislative majority, said the ANC’s protest was 
designed only to obstruct and delay the formulation of 
a provincial constitution. 


IFP MPL Faith Gasa jaid the document would serve as 
the basis of the constitutional process, prompting dis- 
cussion and culminating in a final submission to consti- 
tutional experts. "This process must not be trivialised,” 
she said. 


"We don’t see why there is this need to insinuate there's 
something sinister and sly about this document,” IFP 
MPL Maurice McKenzie said. 


Deaths in Political Violence Lowest in Year 


MB1411101195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0942 GMT 14 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text! JOHANNESBURG Nov 14 
SAPA — Seventy-two people died in incidents of 
political violence in October, the lowest monthly figure 
so far this year, the Human Rights Committee [HRC] 
said on Tuesday. 


In a statement it said most deaths (46) were reported in 
KwaZulu- Natal, followed by Gauteng (14). Seventy- 
seven injuries were reported in the 116 incidents listed 
by the HRC. The HRC said the postponement of 
local government elections in KwaZulu-Natal and the 
continued presence of the police and army in trouble 
spots had contributed to keeping violent deaths in the 
province to below 50 a month. The worst affected areas 
in KwaZulu-Natal were Izingolweni on the south coast 
and Wembezi in the midlands. 
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South African Press Review for 14 Nov 
MB1411120595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Afrikaners Must Unite — The 1 November local 
elections confirm that Afrikaners have lost their political 
power, says Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English in 
its editorial on page 6 on 9 November. “Suggestions 
by Deputy President De Klerk that the National Party 
{[NP] will be able in 1999 or thereafter to take control 
again are wishful thinking.” ‘ihe editorial notes the 
diminishing influence of Afrikaners ia society and their 
lack of unity. It concludes: “It is, therefore, time that the 
NP, the FF [Freedom Front] and the CP [Conservative 
Party] came together with other Afrikaner organisations, 
not to gang up on the ANC but to find a basis of co- 
Operation in the interests not only of Afrikaners but of 
peaceful coexistence with fellow South Africans. For if 
there is no Afrikaner front or unity, the Afrikaner will 
be reduced to a fragmented cultural group. The oizily 
White tribe in Africa will be dispossessed and its future 
will be in the hands of the ANC.” 


Sanction Nigeria —- The same newspaper calls for 
sanctions on Nigeria in its editorial on page 6 of the 13 
November edition. "In spite of world outrage, Nigeria is 
unrepentant over the execution of playwright Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight other minority rights activists. And we 
doubt that it will do much to satisfy the Commonwealth 
in the months ahead. The Commonwealth summit, to 
our mind, has been far too lenient towards Nigeria.” 
Pointing out that the Commonwealth's embargo failed 
against apartheid South Africa and the organization's 
lack of authority, the editorial concludes: "We may not 
be able to give a lead to the Commonwealth, but we 
should certainly give a lead to Africa by applying trade 
and other sanctions against Nigeria.” 


SOWETAN 


Cut All Links With Nigeria — “The barbaric manner in 
which Nigerian playwright Ken Saro-Wiwa was hanged 
leaves us no choice but to insist that South Africa 
has nothing to do with Nigeria,” says 'ohannesburg 
SOWETAN in English in a page 10 editorial on 14 
November. “If there are trade links with them they 
should be cut. They must not be allowed to play 
soccer in this country. There should be a cultural 
boycott against them. We must turn away from them 
until Nigerian citizens get rid of this gangster military 
regime.” The editorial adds: “It is enough to make us 
hang our heads in shame when the largest country in 
Africa behaves in this manner.” 


(r report may contain copyriehted material. Copying and dissemination 
is probib 
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BUSINESS DAY South African Press Review for 15 Nov 

Consider Nigeria’s Future — Johannesburg BUSINESS MB1511121895 

DAY in English in an edivorial on 14 November on page ~— (BIS Editorial Report] 

16 states: "The Commonwealth and the rest of the world 

should not be carried away by a sense of righteousness" BUSINESS DAY 


in the actions taken against Nigeria. "A serious interna- 
tional attempt to deal with the Nigerian problem needs 
to be far more comprehensive, considered and purpose- 
ful.” In trying to squeeze out the military regime, the 
world needs to consider what will replace it. "What is 
needed is an international effort not dissimilar in scope 
to that which assisted Namibia’s transition to democ- 
racy — the facilitating of constitutional negotiations, 


training for prospective members of po. ers cnt and the 
public service, and economic assisi:s.e t © 1p rescue 
the economy from years of misma: -scmen. Naturally, 
international assistance must be ca’ |" ~“Nanaged so 


as to encourage the process of democi ausation — the 
Cafrot to operate alongside the sanctions stick.” 


THE STAR 


Repatriation Moratorium Praised —- “Minister of Trade 
and Industry Trevor Manuel’s announcemen: of a mora- 
torium for Mozambicans who have lived in this country 
illegaliy for more than five years is controversial,” ac- 
cording to a page 18 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 14 November. The numbers and 
burden of millions of illegal immigrants is a serious 
problem, it says, “and yet there is every reason for com- 
mending Manuel's compassionate stand.” The editorial 
concludes: “While everything possible must be done to 
discourage aliens from entering the country illegally, 
South Africa will always be a magnet. The solution lies 
in the much talked of “economic bloc’. Orly when the 
region is viable, will the population be more stable.” 


Crime Affects Rural Areas Too -— “Pervasive outrage 
over urban lawlessness has tended to obscure the extent 
of crime in rural areas,” says an editorial on page 16 
of Johannesburg BUSI*/ESS DAY in English or 15 
November. Noting farmers’ threats of declaring their 
own "states of emergency” and “unofficial no-go areas,” 
the editorial adds: "The emergence of vigilantism would 
bring many unwanted consequences and government 
has to ensure it is part of a controlled system of 
crime prevention and detection.” It concludes: "The best 
deterrent is a high chance of arrest and prosecution. That 
must be the goal of any strategic planning against the 


spread of crime.” 
SOWETAN 


Election Boycotts Fail — Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English, in an editorial on page 12 of its 15 November 
issue, points out another lesson to be learned from the 
1 November elections: "The lesson for those who are 
tempted to boycott important elections — even if they 
do not agree with the process — is that their ideal, sadly, 
does not keep them in the public eye. They cannot make 
the newspapers and other media if they opt out. Finally 
they go into the political wilderness which it is difficult 
to recover from.” 


The — . shied "Qty 
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Angola 
Savimbi, Santos Discuss ‘Contentious Issues’ 


MB1511071295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 15 Nov 95 


[Communique issued by UNITA Press Office in 
Bailundo on 14 November] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In the context of his lasting 
commitment to the peace process and the establishment 
of an atmosphere of trust required for the development 
of that process, Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, president 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA], called His Excellency Engineer Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, president of the Republic, at 1630 
on 14 November. All contentious issues overshadowing 
the peace process in the past few weeks were discussed 
during their telephone conversation. 


[Issued] Bailundo, 14 November 1995 
[Signed] The Information Secretariat’s Press Directorate 


Government, UNITA Delegations Continue Talks 


MB1411201395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 14 Nov 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The government and National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [(UNITA] 
delegations met behind closed doors again this after- 
noon. Minister Without Portfolio Fernando Faustino 
Muteka, his assistant General Higino Carneiro, and 
Deputy Admiral Feliciano Antonio dos Santos repre- 
sented the government. UNITA was represented by Gen. 
Ben-Ben, chief of general staff of the Armed Forces for 
tiie Liberation of Angola, and Gen. Artur Vinama. Ben- 
Ben said the meeting was positive. 


[Begin Ben-Ben recording] The atmosphere was 
friendly. We narrowed our differences on all the 
important issues. [end recording] 


The next meeting will be on 17 November. 


Mozambique 


Chissano: Unity Government Unnecessary 


MB1411203195 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 14 Nov 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] President Joaquim Chissano 
told the Portuguese radio station TSF that there is no 
reason to establish a government of national unity in 
Mozambique. In the interview, Chissano says he does 
not intend to establish a government of national unity 
or reshuffle his government. 


Two weeks ago, the Renamo [Mozambique National 
Resistance] leader [Afonso Dhlakama] told the Por- 
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tuguese radio station that he was the guarantor of peace 
and democracy in Mozambique. Reacting to this state- 
ment, Chissano said that if Dhlakama was the guarantor 
of stability in Mozambique, he would not behave the 
way he has on some occasions. Chissano said the guar- 
antor of peace would be the first to respect the rules and 
regulations of the democratic game. 


Dhilakama on Province Visits, Ties With Chissano 


MB1411201495 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance {Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama said there is 
no national reconciliation in the country. He said mem- 
bers of his party are being murdered and discriminated 
against. At a news conference with foreign and domestic 
correspondents in Maputo today, Dhlakama also com- 
mented on the latest reports about a coup d’etat and the 
existence of arms caches and armed men in Maringue. 
The Renamo leader said these reports are being cir- 
culated by the State Information and Security Service 
[SISE] to discredit Renamo at home and abroad. 


Dhlakama said the disinformation campaign was 
launched when he began to visit the country’s 
provinces. His popularity has increased as a result of 
the visits, which is worrying the government. According 
to the Renamo leader, the Mozambican Government 
responded by launching a national and international 
disinformation campaign through SISE, spreading re- 
ports that Dhlakama was visiting the central provinces 
to prepare for war, instigate civil disobedience, and 
launch a coup d’etat. The SISE also claims Renamo 
has a large quantity of weapons and a number of armed 
men in Maringue and carried out an attack on Dombe 
District in Manica Province. 


Dhlakama said the government’s reaction was to be 
expected, although it is worries Renamo. He said his 
party is fulfilling its promises and will continue to do 
SO. 


{Begin Dhlakama recording] Renamo has not changed. 
Dhlakama has not changed. Nothing is new. We have 
no weapons. We have no armed men. I am doing my 
normal work in the central region. I am there doing my 
normal work. I am Renamo leader. Is it a good thing to 
be here in a big house in Maputo? Is that a good thing? 
I do not understand how I could carry out my work. I 
am there doing my normal work. 


On the contrary, I am playing a constructive role. I 
am helping the Mozambican Government govern the 
country. I do not take advantage of the complaints, as 
other leaders are doing. When people complain, other 
leaders take advantage. That is not the case with me. 
I just say the opposite. This criticism is making me 
very sad. Instead of the government recognizing that this 
young man is playing a constructive role, it is criticizing 
me. I am used to it. I am young. Mozambique is a young 
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democracy. Both of us, Renamo and the Mozambique 
Liberation Front (Frelimo], are learning. 


There is another thing I would like to clarify: There 
are many people who say that the two presidents — 
the president of the Republic and the Renamo leader 
— are no longer in good terms. That is not true. 
We continue to meet. We agreed to meet every three 
months. This will continue to be the situation unless 
something forces us to have an emergency meeting. Our 
assistants will schedule a meeting if there is a need to do 
so. Our relations are normal. There is nothing different. 
What you are seeing is just politics. Dhlakama makes a 
Statement; the president also makes a statement. 


I am very sad that the head of state has been acting 
more like the leader of the Frelimo Party than the 
head of state. I would not like to make an abusive 
Statement about the head of state. I repeat: I would 
not like to abuse the head of state. I would not like 
to do that. I would like to see President Chissano 
distinguish between his position as the head of state, 
head of the nation, and commander in chief of all the 
country’s forces, and his position as Frelimo leader. [end 
recording] 


Zambia 


Chief Denies Police Plan To Assassinate Kaunda 


MB1411085995 Lusaka THE POST in English 
3 Nov 95 pp 1,3 


{Report by Mukalya Nampito] 


{FBIS Transcribed Texi] Inspector general of police 
Francis Ndhlovu has described allegations by the oppo- 
sition UNIP (United National Independence Party] that 
the police are part of a plot to assassinate former Pres- 
ident Kaunda as stupid. 


Ndhlovu also warned police will now take on opposi- 
tion parties like UNIP who engaged it in provocative 
encounters. 


"I am very upset with these kind of insinuations. It is a 
very stupid way to try and draw me into political issues. 
This is a very unfounded and un-Christian accusation,” 
Ndhlovu said in an interview yesterday [2 November]. 


He was reacting to a letter sent to him by UNIP secretary 
general, Sebastian Zulu, in which police are accused 
of ferrying a contingent of police officers to Kalabo 
with strict instructions to assassinate Kaunda. "We have 
information that Dr Kaunda is to be assassinated during 
his campaign trip in the Kalabo parliamentary by- 
election. This plot is to be carried out by paramilitary 
police who are already in the area driving up to six GX 
Land Cruisers," Zulu’s letter read in part. 


Zulu also accused Ndhlovu of being biased towards the 
ruling party. 
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"Now it is clear that your banning UNIP cadres from 
Lusaka to go to Kalabo to drum up support for our 
candidate was intended to deprive the UNIP President 
of any protection and make him vulnerable to assassins," 
Zulu ciaimed. But Ndhlovu said UNIP claims were 
cheap and insulting to the police force. 


"At no time did I say that only UNIP should be banned 
from going to campaign in Kalabo, but all parties 
including MMD [Movement for Multiparty Democracy] 
were advised not to take their youths there," Ndhlovu 
said adding: "We will now not sit idly while people 
made stupid accusations. We will react." 


Health minister Michael Sata, however, charged that 
Kaunda and UNIP are paranoid men scared of their own 
shadows. 


"Kaunda is a coward and that haunts him. He hears one 
rumour that he is being deported and he goes around 
crying all over the world. Now he is scared of death. 
He is a frightened old man," Sata said in an interview 
in Lusaka. 


He said there was no reason to kill Kaunda or even 
deport him because he is not worth a fight. 


"If hard and powerful leaders like Richard Nixon in 
America and Margaret Thatcher in Britain were sorted 
out peacefully how much a more weakling like Kaunda," 
Sata said. 


However, Human Rights Activist and now president of 
the Liberal Progressives Front Party, Roger Chongwe, 
said police had become irrelevant to the majority of the 
Zambian people. 


"In fact under our Constitution both the Director of 
Public Prosecution (DPP) and the Inspector General of 
Police have become irrelevant. 


"They are no longer impartial servants, they are the tools 
of MMD to the extent that the Inspector General has 
the powers to arrest innocent Zo™bians who wish to 
exercise their right of movement," Chongwe said in an 
interview yesterday. 


On Wednesday this week, the government opened a 
fresh attack on Kaunda accusing him of having held 
Clandestine meetings in South Africa to plan violence 
against its leadership. 


Sata who made the attack maintained it yesterday. 


"We know that he went by road to Zimbabwe, and from 
there flew to South Africa in a chartered airline,” Sata 
said. 


"We are aware of the meetings he held and the plans 
made. Kaunda does not need one year in South Africa 
to plot evil, a day is enough and we know." 
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Benin 
Rockets Fired at Cotonou Conference Center 


LD1511133795 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 15 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] We go straight over to Cotonou, 
where it has just been heard that rockets were fired last 
night against the conference center in Benin’s capital. 
Our correspondent on the scene, Jean-Luc Aplogan, 
brings us more details: 


[Aplogan} According to several accounts gathered on 
the scene, three rockets were fired, although there were 
only two impacts: on the back of the international 
conference center and on the Treasury communications 
Office [batiment de transmission du tresor public}, whose 
windows were blown out. The inhabitants of the district 
say they heard the three explosions at around 0200 
GMT. 


There has been no official reaction so far. Before 
the weekly cabinet meeting, the interior and defense 
ministers arrived on the scene. Nor has there been 
anything on the identity of the perpetrators; the only 
Certain thing is that the three rockets were fired from 
the direction of the beach. 


During the morning, several onlookers turned up at the 
scene, but access is strictly prohibited. An impressive 
cordon of riot police has since this morning surrounded 
the conference center. 


As for the organizers of the sixth [Francophone] sum- 
mit (2-4 December}, they remain calm. The head of the 
security subcommittee made the following laconic re- 
mark to reporters: The sixth Francophone summit will 
be organized with every guarantee of security. 


No Casualties Reported 


AB1511133395 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 15 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} At least, two rockets were 
fired last night in Cotonou, Benin, at the conference 
center which is expected to host the sixth Francophone 
community summit scheduled to take place from 2 to 
4 December. According to police sources in Benin’s 
economic Capital, no casualties have been reported for 
the moment. 


Officers Reportedly Arrested for Plotting Coup 


AB0911213795 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 9 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A report from Cotonou says 
that some young Army officers have been arrested for 
trying to overthrow the Government of Benin Republic. 
According to reports, they were led by a Major Soglo. 
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Cabinet Ministers Form New Political Party 


AB1411222295 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] There is a preelectoral atmos- 
phere in Benin. After the forces of the opposition, which 
for months have been rally around the candidacy of Mr. 
Kerekou, the former president, it is now the presiden- 
tial group which is getting organized around Nicephore 
Soglo, the current head of state. The Democratic Soli- 
darit Front [Front Democratique de Solidarite} has just 
been set up on the initiative of three ministers of the 
Soglo government. Africa No. 1 correspondent, Ange 
Herman Gnani, has the details: 


[Begin Gnani recording] The two objectives of the 
Democratic Solidarity Front are: Reaffirming its un- 
flinching support for the head of state while refusing 
to be hooked to his party, the Benin Renaissance Party, 
and constituting in the north of the country a new force 
that will reduce the soaring popularity of the former 
head of state, General Kerekou, Nicephore Soglo’s se- 
rious potential opponent at the 1996 presidential elec- 
tions. Since the stake is very important, politicians are 
organizing themselves very early. 


Mama Adamou Ndiaye, Wallis Zoumarou, and Paul 
Dossou, who are all ministers and party leaders in 
the Soglo governmeat, have thus launched the first big 
Offensive of the presidential group in this preelectoral 
period. This will be followed by the offensive of the 
Benin Renaissance Party scheduled for next month just 
after the sixth Francophone summit. The success of this 
summit is an obsession for the head of state because 
it will serve as a serious argument during his electoral 
campaign. The presidential group has now broken its 
silence after several opposition activities. This proves 
that the fight for control over the political territory has 
only begun. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Demonstrations Condemn Sanctions, Support 
Regime 


10,000 Rally in Kaduna 


AB1411170495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been a progovern- 
ment rally in the main square in Kaduna in northern 
Nigeria today, attended by some 10,000 people from all 
three of the country’s main ethnic groups. They came 
together to protest the condemnation which has just 
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been hit on Nigeria since the execution last Friday [10 
November] of nine minority rights activists from Ogo- 
niland, including Ken Saro-Wiwa. A colleague, Kajia 
Ahmed, was there. She sent this report. 


[Begin Ahmed recording] [background noise with slo- 
gans and chanting) Chants of Britain We Hate You and 
Mandela May God’s Curse Be Upon You, accompa- 
nied by music from traditional drums greeted me as | 
approached Murtala Mohammed Square. Placard carry- 
ing protesters visibly expressed their anger at what they 
termed a gross abuse of Commonwealth rules and regu- 
lations. In various speeches, leaders of different organi- 
zations, among them representatives from Rivers State 
where Ken Saro-Wiwa hails from, condemned what they 
called foreign interference in Nigeria’s domestic affairs. 
The rhetoric by the various leaders was exactly what 
the crowd, which had gathered at the square, wanted to 
hear. And shouts of Mandela Bites The Hand That Feeds 
Him and Sani Abacha We Love You, continuously in- 
terrupted the speakers. Shortly after the rally at Murtala 
Square was concluded, the protesters, many in trucks, 
trailers, motorcycle, and some on foot, made their way 
to the Government House at Tudun Wada to present 
their solidarity message to the head of state through the 
state administrator. The administrator however, was not 
available. 


The hanging of Ogoni activist, Ken Saro-Wiwa, for 
murder by Nigeria’s military regime and the subsequent 
reprisal by different countries, have led to a feeling 
of patriotism among many Nigerians. Feelings in the 
north are running high with many people saying the 
West is hypocritical and that many of the countries that 
have joined in condemning Nigeria, have records of 
human rights abuses that are worse than Nigeria’s. [end 
recording] 


Demonstrations in Edo, Kwara 


AB1411193395 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 14 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] In Edo State, hundreds of 
people, including market women, staged a peaceful rally 
and marched to Government House, Benin, condemning 
Nigeria’s suspension from the Commonwealth. The 
demonstrators said that the international community did 
not take the pains to examine the issues at stake in an 
Objective manner before taking its decision. It therefore 
called on the Commonwealth to allow reason to prevail 
and rescind its decision against Nigeria. What Nigeria 
needed most now, they said, was not a campaign of 
calumny and hatred but concerted efforts to help her to 
build and develop the nation. 
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Receiving the demonstrators, the administrator, Colonel 
Bassey Asuquo, said he was grateful to the people 
for their support of General Abacha’s administration, 
especially his transition program. Col. Asuquo said what 
was paramount was the nation’s interest. 


In Ilorin, Kwara State, demonstrators marched to the 
Amir’s palace to register their protest against the sus- 
pension of Nigeria’s membership of the Common- 
wealth. A spokesman for the group described the action 
as a Campaign of calumny against Nigeria. Responding, 
the Amir thanked the people for the peaceful manner 
they registered their protest and promised to channel it 
to the appropri ate authorities. 


Demonstration in Katsina 


AB1411200795 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] In Katsina State, hundreds 
of people today staged a peaceful demonstration against 
the suspension of Nigeria from the Commonwealth. 
Laiwola Lawal reports: 


[Begin Lawal recording] The people, who spoke through 
Alhaji Fala Abdulai, said the suspension of Nigeria was 
one of the double standards which [words indistinct] 
Britain and the United States employed in ruling the 
world. He also described the act as [words indistinct] of 
the Western nations on the issue of the Gulf War and 
the Angolan crisis. [passage omitted] 


According to the demonstrators, the West, and particu- 
larly the U.S., had committed more atrocities in Haiti, 
Panama, Vietnam, North Korea, and several other na- 
tions with nobody accusing them of inhuman treatment. 
The people said the West and the rest of the world to 
know that Nigeria is a sovereign and independent nation 
which needed nobody to dictate to it on how her affairs 
should be run. [sentence as heard] Leaders of Yoruba, 
Hausa, and Igbo communities addressed the gathering 
(?whose letter) was presented to the administrator. [end 
recording] 


Relatives of Murdered Ogoni Leaders Justify 
Hangings 


AB1411180295 Paris AFP in English 
1713 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Nov 14 (AFP) — 
The families of four murdered Ogoni leaders criticised 
Tuesday [14 November] international outrage over the 
hanging of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other minority 
rights activists and thanked Nigerian authorities for 
acting fast to hang the nine. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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The nine, including leading minority rights activist 
and writer Saro-Wiwa, leader of the Movement for 
the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), were hanged 
Friday for the alleged killings of four pro-government 
chiefs of the Ogoni ethnic group in May last year. 


Saro-Wiwa and the others had been fighting to win the 
political autonomy for the Ogoni and a share of the oil 
wealth in their native Rivers State in southeast Nigeria. 


The wives, children and relations of the murdered Ogoni 
leaders — Theophilus Orage, Samuel Orage, Edward 
Kobani and Albert Badey — said that the local and 
international condemnation of last week’s judgment 
passed on the nine failed to show a sense of justice. 


"Whose justice? Before Ogoni 9, there was Ogoni 4," 
reads a poster on the wall of the room where they held 
a news conference. 


"I thank the (Nigerian) head of state for taking a very 
fast decision,” said Dorah Badey, the widow of Albert 
Badey, in a veiled reference to the execution of the 
"Ogoni 9" which drew international condemnation and 
triggered the suspension of Nigeria’s membership in the 
Commonwealth. 


"I am an emergency widow provided by Ken Saro- 
Wiwa," said Elizabeth Orage, widow of Samuel Orage. 


Troops Guarding Executed Activists’ Graves 


AB1411153095 Paris AFP in English 
1425 GMT 14 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 14 Nov (AFP) — Sol- 
diers spent a fifth day Tuesday [14 November] guarding 
the graves of nine Ogoni dissidents whose executions by 
the Nigerian Government sparked international outrage, 
and prompted Nigeria’s suspension from the Common- 
we lth. The daily A.M. NEWS stated the soldiers were 
deployed afer the hangings on Friday to prevent the 
men’s relatives from exhuming the bodies and giving 
them funerals according to their customs. 


The nine, who included writer Ken Saro-Wiwa, where 
executed after their conviction for the murders in 
May last year of four pro- government chiefs of the 
Ogoni ethnic group. The men maintained they had been 
framed for murders. Saro-Wira and his eight colleagues 
had been fighting to win political autonomy for the 
Ogoni and to stop environmental damage caused by oil 
extraction in their native area in southeast Nigeria. 


According to A.M. NEWS, Ogoni workers who nor- 
mally maintain the cemetery at Port-Harcourt, in the 
southern Nigerian state of Rivers, were transferred and 
replaced by employees of different ethnic origins. 


The st military administrator, Colonel Dauda 
Kom nally supervised the hangings of Saro- 
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Wiwa and his associates from the Movement for 
the Survival of the Ogoni People, the paper added. 
Authorities at the prison refused Saro-Wiwa and John 
Kpuinen their last request to see their wives who were 
waiting outside the prison, said the newspaper citing 
prison sources. They also rejected Saro-Wiwa’s request 
to leave his pipe and tobacco to his 81-year-old father, 
the newspaper said. These two items came to symbolise 
his image as writer and activist. 


Radio Suspends Commonwealth Association 
Membership 


AB1411221495 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 14 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Voice of Nigeria [VON], 
too, has suspended its membership of the Common- 
wealth Broadcasting Association, CBA. In a letter to 
the CBA secretary general, the director of the Voice of 
Nigeria, Malam Yaya Abubakar, said the VON’s sus- 
pension of its membership of the CBA is with effect 
from today. Just yesterday, NTA’s [Nigerian Television 
Authority] director general, Alhaji Mohammed Ibrahim 
resigned as president of the Commonwealth Broadcast- 
ing Association, and also announced the suspension of 
NTA’s membership of the association. 


New Decree on Telecommunication, Postal Crimes 


AB0911095195 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Nov 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A new decree to check 
telecommunication and postal crimes in the country 
has been promulgated. The decree known as the 
Telecommunications and Postal Offenses Decree 1995 
deals with offenses such as tampering with wireless 
equipment or cables, illegal operation of telephone 
by all offices, tampering with postal matters, theft of 
postal stamps, and forging of stamps. 


The minister of communications, Major General 
Tajudeen Olanrewaju, announced this today at a news 
conference in Lagos. He explained that the decree 
was directed at saboteurs and miscreants within Nitel 
{Nigerian Telecommunications] and Nipost [Nigerian 
Post] organizations as well as persons outside the 
Organizations, including those who allow their premises 
to be used to perpetrate these offenses. 


Maj. Gen. Olanrewaju said that some arrests have 
been made in this regard, and that those involved will 
soon appear before the Miscellaneous Offenses Tribunal 
recently approved by the Federal Government. He stated 
that all business centers must be registered with the 
Nigerian Communications Commission before being 
connected by Nitel. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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